
AP English Language and Composition Jumpstart Assignment for Seniors and Juniors
Due August 13, 2021

The summer assignment is an individual assessment of your reading skills and basic understanding of your text. Therefore,
your answers should be your original idea. So, please, avoid all online and published databases, as well as working with a
partner.

The summer assignment includes two tasks. Please read the details below.

Task 1: Read and mark the text below. Then make a copy of this document and complete the reflections for each section
AND include and additional materials, if necessary.

This book will help you  improve your argument writing:
Thank you for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson can Teach Us About The “Art of
Persuasion” by Jay Heinrichs (revised and updated edition).
Warning: This book does include some adult humor.

a. Read and mark the text for the most essential ideas regarding argument.
b. For each of the five major sections (“Introduction, “Offense,” “Defense,” “Advanced Offense,” and “Advanced

Argument”) complete a thorough and thoughtful response to a “Try this…” activity (i.e. “Try this at home, “Try
this in a presentation,” “Try this in Academia,” etc.). Your responses will vary and can be in the form of an
essay, a reflective journal, a poster, a presentation, etc. depending on what the prompt requires.

c. Each response will be graded using the following criteria:
i. The products reflect a thorough understanding of the text.
ii. The products clearly relay a clear aspect of argument or persuasion.
iii. The task is complete and meets the criteria as outlined in the “Try This” task box.
iv. The writing reflects a clear and mature voice.

Task 2:  Read and annotate two current New York Times editorials (from the months of May, June, July, or August 2021),
print the editorials, and annotate for relevant argument details such as: claim, audience, tone, one audience appeal (ethos,
pathos, or logos), other rhetorical elements (use your list in Task 3 as a reference), and purpose. You can access 10
editorials. A�ter 10 the NYT will ask you to create an account. Review the website for ways to access additional editorials
without having to pay for a subscription.

Once you have read and annotated each editorial, you will write a concise precis for each one. Follow the directions given on
the next page on how to write a rhetorical precis. You must type your precis.

How to Write a Rhetorical Précis
Definition: A highly structured four sentence paragraph that summarizes and analyzes the essential elements of a unit of
spoken or written discourse, including the name of the speaker/writer, the context of the delivery, the major assertion, the mode
of development and/or support, the stated and/or apparent purpose, and the relationship established between the
speaker/writer and the audience.  Each of the four sentences requires specific information: students are also encouraged to
use brief quotations to convey a sense of style and tone.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13V2GauhrXTDqt_vnXI0FpabEhLHoSiPJUY_WP8uLsI4/edit?usp=sharing


Format:
1. Full name of author, genre, title of work, date and publication title in parentheses (all titles appropriately punctuated); a

rhetorically accurate verb (such as “assert,” “argue,” “suggest,” “imply,” “claim,” etc.); and a THAT clause containing
the major assertion (claim statement, direct quote or paraphrase) of the work.

2. An explanation of how the author develops and/or supports the claim, in sequential order. Identify and explain one
audience appeal and one rhetorical strategy* with specific quotations. An explanation of how each strategy
contributes to the development of the claim is crucial.

3. A statement of the author’s apparent purpose(why) followed by an “in order to” phrase (call to action – what does
he/she want the reader to do?).

4. A description of the intended audience and a carefully chosen word to describe the author’s tone.
5. An appropriate MLA works cited entry.

*If you need a list of possible rhetorical strategies, please see list on last page.

Sample Precis:
The first sentence is probably the most difficult. When stating the author’s claim or argument, the statement must encompass
the entire text.  Don’t confuse individual points the writer makes to back up his/her claim with the claim as a whole.  Find a verb
that is more precise to the text at hand than general words such as “writes” and “states.”  The “that” clause is designed to
demand a complete statement:  a grammatical subject (the topic of the essay) and predicate (the claim that is made about that
topic).  You should avoid using “about” and “how” to slip out from under stating the thesis:  i.e., “Sheridan Baker writes about
attitudes in writing” or “…states how attitudes affect writing.”  Both of those statements just identify the topic without stating
what the writer thinks is true about it.
Example of appropriate first sentence:  “In his apology speech regarding Monica Lewinsky, President Bill Clinton accepts
responsibility and blame for his actions but at the same time also asserts that it is ultimately a private family matter and that
the U.S. has bigger problems that need the citizens’ attention and focus.”

The second sentence is sequentially structured to show how the author develops his/her argument for the claim by identifying
one argument appeal (logos, pathos, ethos), and at least one other language or syntax strategy (i.e., imagery, metaphor,
colloquial language, anaphora, etc.) and providing a specific, quoted example of each one.
Example of appropriate second sentence:  “President Clinton develops his claim with factual information by admitting that
he “did have a relationship with Ms. Lewinsky that was not appropriate” and that he had testified about it that day,
demonstrating his willingness to state the truth about his actions; through a series of modifiers, each one beginning with the
phrase “for hurting,” revealing that he recognizes that others were harmed by his actions; and finally through anaphora when
he states that the country ‘[has] important work to do—real opportunities to seize, real problems to solve, real security matters
to face,’ emphasizing the greater importance of those other issues over that of his affair.

The third sentence should not inadvertently restate the claim:  “The author’s purpose is to prove that…” Remember that one
purpose is always to put forward a claim, but there are others as well.  The “in order to” phrase keeps you from falling back on
“Her purpose is to inform,” and requires that you look beyond to assess what the author wants the audience to do or to feel
as a result of reading the work.
Example: “President Clinton chose to make this revised speech in order to get the country back to thinking about and working
on solutions for its substantive problems.”

The fourth sentence is a description of the specific intended audience and/or the relationship the author establishes with that
audience. Think of it this way: WHO is the author trying to address? For example, is he/she talking to teachers? parents?
senior citizens? Latinos? Muslims? registered voters? dog lovers? Do not assume that the audience is “anyone” or “the
general public.”  This sentence also identifies/describes the author’s tone (use your Tone Vocabulary list).
Example: “Clinton speaks to the American adult voter in an apologetic tone while at the same time addressing Congress and
its appointed independent counsel in a defiant tone that makes this issue seem trivial when compared with America’s larger
problems.”

*AP students are not required to complete the “other” Language Arts summer assignments.

If you have questions, please email Mrs.Sanderson; however, do NOT expect immediate responses during the
summer: shannon.sanderson@gcpsk12.org (rising juniors and seniors)



The following is NOT part of your summer assignment.
However, you will use the following terms throughout the school year.  So, we recommend that you begin defining each term
and include examples of the term.  Expect quizzes throughout the fall, beginning with list #1.

Rhetorical Terms

DIRECTIONS:

Using the websites listed below, define
all of the rhetorical terms.  You will hear
and use the 80 terms throughout the
year, thus they are critical to fall and
spring semesters.

Use a separate sheet of paper or, better
yet, type them up so that you can refer to
them all year.  You will be quizzed on
these terms throughout the fall.

#1. Rhetorical Terms— Language devices

1. synecdoche
2. colloquial
3. litotes
4. metonymy
5. paradox
6. euphemism
7. hyperbole
8. allusion
9. irony
10. apostrophe

#2. Rhetorical Terms—
Argument

1. ethos
2. damning with faint praise
3. deductive reasoning
4. false analogy
5. inductive reasoning
6. logos
7. pathos
8. syllogism
9. argument ad hominem
10. non sequitur fallacy

#3. Rhetorical Terms—Argument

1. either/or fallacy
2. sweeping generalization
3. post hoc, ergo prompter hoc
4. argument ad populum
5. slippery slope fallacy
6. begging the question
7. circular reasoning
8. straw man fallacy
9. hasty generalization
10. equivocation fallacy

#4. Rhetorical Terms—
Syntax devices

1. polysyndeton
2. anaphora
3. loose sentence (cumulative)
4. periodic sentence
5. zeugma
6. tricolon
7. apposition
8. parallel structure
9. asyndeton
10. syllepsis

#5. Rhetorical Terms—
Language devices

1. periphrasis
2. imagery
3. metaphor
4. oxymoron
5. paralipsis
6. personification
7. simile
8. symbol
9. alliteration
10. assonance

#6. Rhetorical Terms—Syntax devices

1. anadiplosis
2. antanaclasis
3. antithesis
4. chiasmus
5. ellipsis
6. epistrophe
7. epanalepsis
8. inverted syntax
9. rhetorical question
10. polyptoton

#7. Rhetorical Terms—Writing Modes

1. anecdote
2. cause and effect
3. chronological ordering
4. classification
5. expository
6. order of importance
7. parable
8. parody
9. persuasion
10. spatial ordering

#8. Rhetorical Terms—
Miscellaneous

1. rhetoric
2. satire
3. point of view
4. allegory
5. tone
6. tautology
7. cacophony
8. epithet
9. expletive
10. anesis
11. exigence
12. purple patch

Resources for definitions and examples
● http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm
● http://mcl.as.uky.edu/glossary-rhetorical-terms
● http://rhetoric.byu.edu/
● http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Terms/
● http://www.logicalfallacies.info/
● http://grammar.about.com/od/rhetorictoolkit/Tool_Kit_for_Rhetorical_Analysis.htm
● http://mail.baylorschool.org/~jstover/toolbox/syntax.html
● http://web.cn.edu/KWHEELER/resource_rhet.html
● http://onegoodmove.org/fallacy/toc.htm

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm
http://mcl.as.uky.edu/glossary-rhetorical-terms
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Terms/
http://www.logicalfallacies.info/
http://grammar.about.com/od/rhetorictoolkit/Tool_Kit_for_Rhetorical_Analysis.htm
http://mail.baylorschool.org/~jstover/toolbox/syntax.html
http://web.cn.edu/KWHEELER/resource_rhet.html
http://onegoodmove.org/fallacy/toc.htm



